154                       Morals.

To lose a suit is not only annoying and expensive,
it is disgraceful; hence all means of damaging an
opponent are freely resorted to. " A planter confessed
to a friend of mine that he had been reduced to the
verge of ruin by a Raja, who trumped up three actions
in succession, and gained them all. The Englishman,
however, won back the ground which he had lost in a
suit, the facts of which had been invented and arranged
by his agent and Zemindar." *

A friend of my own told me that, when living in
Cachar, a man complained to him that a Sirdar on* the
estate had burned some of his charcoal. On asking how
he knew this, the reply was, " Bholonatha saw him do
it." On being questioned, Bholonatha denied all know-
ledge of it; but when the complainant pressed him to
repeat what he had told him, the man said, " Why did
you not tell me that you wished me to give evidence ? "

It is very common for a charge to be brought against
a man altogether out of proportion to the offence given.
If a blow is struck, it is magnified into an attempt at
murder ; if a debt is incurred, the amount demanded
is double or treble what is legally owing. Sometimes
a man, out of revenge for a real or supposed wrong,
will bring a charge against another whom he knows to
be absolutely innocent of what he tries his best to prove.
Men inflict severe wounds upon themselves, that they
may lay a charge of assault against an enemy; corpses
have been hacked, that a charge of murder might be
brought against one they wished to injure; people have
been killed, and their dead bodies placed in a position
to lead the police authorities to believe that the person
against whom the conspiracy was formed had been guilty
of their death. 'Magistrates frequently decide cases

* " The Competition Wallah," p, 227,